
1



2

Contents
Welcome 							          3
Incubation Products					        4
Tony Silva blog posts index				       5
Finch breeding index					        6
Herbs for birds index					        7
Bird Gardens of Naples					        8
Boegie Store							          9
Virukill								         10
Visit to Eagle Encounters				     11
FREE eBook							        12
Feedback & Announcements				     13
Parrot Behavior Consulting (PBC)   	  14
Monika’s Mac Nuts						      15
Feather Tails Therapy					      16
Safari West							        17
In Premier edition						       18
AWEBSA 					     		   19
Avifood								         20
Cites Birds					      		   22
MDS Africa							        23
BirdsCaribbean			   		   	  24
Abyssinian lovebird					      25
Harrison’s Products						      26
Birder-friendly accommodation			    27
Gulu Private Resort						      28
Birding Los Cabos, México				     29
Influencer Stats						       30
Avian Vets							        31
World Wide Pets						       32
Owl Rescue Centre						      33
Premier Edition details					      34

Premier Edition INDEX ON PAGE 35

Feedback from Zandri Strydom

I am honoured and extremely happy to have 
my photograph on the cover of an interna-
tional magazine, World Wide Birds Maga-
zine.
I love the fact that photographs have the 
power to raise awareness in conservation. 
Thank you, Albertus Van Tonder for featur-
ing the African penguins.

Click below to receive via WhatsApp group.

To like our Facebook page and follow on Twitter.

https://chat.whatsapp.com/CBrdclnoSH340SE2uNm989
https://web.facebook.com/WWBMagazine
https://twitter.com/BoegieBirds
https://hari.ca/our-products/bird-nutrition/tropican-parrot-food/


It’s February already and the magazine is 
growing day by day. It’s amazing to know 
that so much bird lovers are reading the 
magazine, thank you.

Our main article this month is about the 
Dusky-headed Conure by David Dennison. 
The Dusky-headed Conure, along with the 
Peach-fronted Conure and Pet’s Conure, 
make a very pleasant group of small Aratin-
ga conures to keep and work with. For those 
breeders interested in smaller conures, this 
bird is a good choice.

One of our subscribers asked me to publish 
an article about preventative medicines. 
Therefore, I included a four-page article in 
the Premier edition.

Kashmir Csaky wrote a very interesting 
article about eye contact that is also in the 
Premier edition. Eye contact is an import 
behavior to teach and to be aware that it is a 
learned behavior.

You can subscribe to the Premier edition 
to read some great articles. Remember that 
you can subscribe monthly, six-monthly 
and yearly. There are very easy subscription 
links for all countries on our website.

Happy reading and I am already looking 
forward to working on the March edition. 
 
Petrus Albertus van Tonder and 
The World Wide Birds team 
(you the subscribers and sponsors)

Physical and postal address
16 College Road

Muldersdrift, Gauteng
South Africa

Website: https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/
E-mail: admin@wwbirds.co.za
Cell: +27 72-879-4521

Cover Photo Courtesy: 
Kathrin Swoboda Photography
A Tufted Titmouse - Photo by: 
@Novanature. Prints at: 
novanaturephotography.com
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Our magazine and Storefront look great on 
ALL SCREEN SIZES 

for most mobile devices and tables.

WWB PREMIER 2022 BACK ISSUES
Available on Boegie Store

Click on screenshot for more information.

https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/
https://novanaturephotography.com/
https://boegie.store/wwb-premier-2022-back-issues
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EcoGlow

EcoGlow SAFETY 1200EcoGlow SAFETY 600

I N C U B A T I O N  P R O D U C T S B R O O D E R S  /  I N T E N S I V E  C A R E  U N I T S8 9

“I buy Brinsea because they are a reliable and trustworthy brand.” Carleen L EcoGlow Safety 600 “Perfect size for the amount chicks I hatch and the chicks love going underneath to keep warm.” Rowan Trenaman

The EcoGlow Safety 600 and 1200 
are ideal for keeping newly hatched 
poultry, game and waterfowl warm 
for the crucial first days and weeks. 

The low voltage heater panel warms the 
chicks directly by contact and radiant 
heat and is far more economical than a 
conventional infrared lamp, using between 
5 and 15% (depending on model) of the 
electricity of a 250 Watt suspended lamp, 
which is important when heating for 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Contact with the body-temperature 
heating surface of the EcoGlow Safety 
brooders is a more natural way of raising 
chicks than a heat lamp. It avoids the 
stress of being under light 24 hours a 
day and the chicks get used to night and 
day routines which improves weight gain 
and feather growth. The EcoGlow Safety 
brooders have height adjustment for a 
wide range of chick sizes and its tough 
plastic and metal construction makes it 
durable and easy to clean. Water-tight 
(IPX7) construction and low voltage 
operation are designed to comply with 
stringent electrical safety standards. 

Each EcoGlow Safety is supplied with a 
mains adapter (either USA or UK/Euro/
Australian versions available) incorporating 
a 3m lead. Like all Brinsea's products, the 
EcoGlow Safety brooders are covered by a 
FREE 3 year guarantee, subject to online 
registration. This product is for indoor use 
only and the room temperature should not 
drop below 10°C (50°F). 

Brinsea’s range of EcoGlow 
brooders are the safe and 
low-cost way to keep your 
hatchlings warm. 

 20
CHICKS

 35
CHICKS

The EcoGlow brooders are subject to EU design registration No.005319860-0001 and 005319860-0002.

Competitor
Clear plastic covers available to make cleaning easier. 

Supplied in packs of 3.  
Part numbers HD050 (600) and HD051 (1200).

The Ecoglows’ surface temperature  
is a 'comfortable' 40-45°C against 60°C 
found in tests on competitor products.

NASA rate any maximum surface 
temperature above 45°C as too hot  

for skin contact.

NEW

Although Brinsea’s Mini and Maxi II EX models 
meet these stringent requirements and are very 
popular, parrot breeders have asked us for a 
larger incubator fulfilling the same criteria  
but for a greater number of eggs. 

The new Ovation 28 and 56 Zoologica 
models are based on the highly successful 
Ovation 28 and 56 EX (which remain available) 
but replace the poultry egg carriers with a 
flexible and zero-impact roller turning system 
along with an insulated base to further improve 
thermal control. These new models feature the 
same precise digital control of temperature, 
humidity and the Induced Dual Airflow of the 
EX models but now have finer control of turning 
interval and angle. The end result are incubators 
of unparalleled performance and the ability to 
turn the most delicate of eggs with precision 
and control. 

The spacing between the Ovation Zoologica’s 
turning rollers (right) can be adjusted to 
accommodate a wide range of egg sizes from 
finch to goose (max. 65mm diameter).  
   

Ovation 28 Zoologica  
and Ovation 56 Zoologica 
exotic egg incubators

Combining, tough construction 
with high performance and 
egg capacity, the Ovation 
incubators are ideal for the 
serious breeder.

Brinsea’s Induced Dual Airflow system 
represents a breakthrough in incubator 
design and achieves new levels of 
temperature consistency for optimum 
incubation conditions. 

Parrot and other exotic bird 
breeders demand an incubator 
capable of handling delicate 
eggs that may need very 
frequent turning along with 
extremely precise control of 
humidity and ventilation. 

Adjustable turning rollers

Approximate egg capacities are: 

Zoologica  28 56

Finch 40 80

Cockatiel, Lovebird 30 60

African Grey, Eclectus,  20 40 
Amazon, Cockatoo,  
& small Macaws 
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SAFETY 600

SAFETY 1200

FREE COUNTRYWIDE DELIVERY IN 2- 5 WORKING DAYS

I N C U B AT I O N  M A D E  E A S Y

CONTACT US:
Whatsapp: 0817997620 

Email: info@deltaincubators
Website: www.deltaincubators.co.za

WHERE TO BUY?

10% Discount code on 
our website. Use code 
BRINSEA10 check out. 

https://www.deltaincubators.co.za/collections/brinsea-incubators-1
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Tony Silva blog posts index
Just click on the topic your are interested in to go directly to that blog post.

Q & A: “Do African Grey Parrots need dark cages to breed?”
Q & A: “What’s the cause of infertility in parrots?” 
Q & A: “Which is the best way to set up a new pair of parrots?” 
Q & A: “Better to breed Eclectus parrots in pairs or in a colony?”
Q & A: “My Amazon is plucking, what medicine can I use to get it to stop?”

Tony’s new book is now available. Click on photo for more information.

Oil supplement for parrots
Parrot breeding age
Parrot breaking eggs
Parrot feeding in breeding and non-breeding 
season
Parrot hand-rearing
Parrot interview with Laurella Desborough
Parrot medication
Parrot nest inspection
Parrot plucking causes Part 1
Parrot plucking causes Part 2
Parrots and temperature
Sprouting seeds for birds
Supplements for birds
How to prevent obesity in amazon parrots. 

An ill bird 
Animal protein parrot diet
Aviary hygiene
Bird gender test
Breeding of African Greys Part 1 
Breeding conures
Breeding parrots husbandry guidelines
Breeding parrots indoors
Choosing an incubator for parrot rearing
Cockatiels
Cockatoo breeding Part 1
Cockatoo breeding Part 2
Conure parrot fostering
Military Macaw

https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/do-african-grey-parrots-need-dark-cages-to-breed/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/cause-of-parrot-infertility/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/set-up-new-pair-of-parrots/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/q-a-better-to-breed-eclectus-parrots-in-pairs-or-in-a-colony-by-tony-silva/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/parrot-feather-plucking-treatment/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/oil-supplement-for-parrots/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/parrot-breeding-age/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/parrot-breaking-eggs/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/parrot-feeding-in-breeding-and-nonbreeding-season/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/parrot-feeding-in-breeding-and-nonbreeding-season/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/parrot-hand-rearing/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/parrot-interview-with-laurella-desborough/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/parrot-medication/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/parrot-nest-inspection/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/parrot-plucking/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/parrot-plucking-causes/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/parrots-and-temperature/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/sprouting-seeds-for-birds/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/supplements-for-birds/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/obesity-in-parrots/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/an-ill-bird-by-tony-silva-world-wide-birds-magazine/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/animal-protein-parrot/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/aviary-hygiene/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/bird-gender-test/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/breeding-of-african-greys-part-1-by-tony-silva/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/breeding-conures/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/breeding-parrots-husbandry-guidelines/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/breeding-parrots-indoors/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/choosing-an-incubator-for-parrot-rearing/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/caring-feeding-and-breeding-cockatiels/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/how-to-breed-cockatoos/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/cockatoo-breeding/
Conure parrot fostering
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/military-macaw-breeding/
https://tsaviculture.com/products/amazon-parrots-amazon-parrots-in-field-and-aviary-by-tony-silva
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Finch breeding index

Just click on the photo for more information

Breeding green singing finches

Fostering finches

Breeding Strawberry finches

How to keep and breed weavers

Breeding Orange-breasted waxbills

Common waxbill breeding

Keeping and breeding finches
eBook available to purchase.

Click on front page for more info.

https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/breeding-green-singing-finches/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/fostering-finches/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/breeding-strawberry-finches/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/how-to-keep-and-breed-weavers/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/breeding-orange-breasted-waxbills/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/common-waxbill-breeding/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/bird-ebooks/keeping-and-breeding-finches/
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Herbs for birds index

Just click on the photo for more information

Alfalfa / Lucerne

Catnip

Cayenne Pepper (with info-graphic)

Echinacea

Garlic

Kelp

Lavender

Oregano

Rosemary

Thyme

https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/alfalfa-lucerne-for-birds/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/herbs-for-birds/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/cayenne-pepper-for-birds/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/herbs-for-birds/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/herbs-for-birds/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/is-kelp-safe-for-birds/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/lavender-for-birds/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/is-oregano-safe-for-birds/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/can-birds-eat-rosemary/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/herbs-for-birds/
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Also feel free to bring unsalted nuts to feed 
the birds, however, no peanuts as they cause 
diseases in birds. For safety purposes, please 
stay on the trail and with your tour guide at 
all times. If you need to leave early, please 
advise your tour guide. All guided tours be-
gin promptly 15 minutes after the sched-
uled time. Our gates open 15 minutes before 
tours and close 15 minutes after, allowing a 
30-minute window for all visitors to arrive. 
Once the gate closes and the tour begins, late 
visitors will not be allowed in. Please check 
our address prior to your scheduled tour to 
ensure enough time for travel. 

We do not charge a fee for our educational 
tours, but donations are greatly appreciated 
and go along way to help our charity keep 
the birds happy and healthy.

Click on photo to visit Facebook page.

By: Keriellen Lohrman

About Our Organization

The Bird Gardens of Naples is a non-profit 
organization whose sole concern is parrot 
welfare in captivity and conservation of wild 
parrots. We are an outreach and placement 
program which places into safe custody, par-
rots which are abandoned, abused, or in need 
of a home for any reason. Parrots are intelli-
gent, highly social and complex beings with 
lifespans of up to 100 years. 

The individual bird’s best interest and well 
being of the present flock will determine if 
a parrot is accepted into the organization. 
We actively support networking with other 
parrot welfare groups, animal welfare or-
ganizations, the veterinary community, con-
servation organizations and the general pub-
lic. Education is of the utmost importance 
concerning the well being of a parrot and its 
ability to successfully live with its human 
companions.

Visit The Bird Gardens of Naples

The Bird Gardens of Naples is located in 
the green space of Corkscrew Swamp with a 
variety of flora, fauna, bees, and butterflies. 
You will have the opportunity to see, learn, 
and interact with 100+ birds from origins 
around the world. If weather allows, groups 
can enter our large macaw aviary with op-
portunities to take photos and hold birds. Our 
guided tours last approximately two hours. 
Please bring sunscreen, bug spray, and com-
fortable walking shoes.

Click on logo to visit website.

https://thebirdgardensofnaples.org/
https://web.facebook.com/birdgardensfl/?ref=page_internal
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Brand new website to buy eBooks, and Pre-
mier magazine back issues. Pre-owned books 
are also available in South Africa only.

All our 2022 Premier editions are now avail-
able on Boegie Store as back issues. Please 
email me if you need any back issues before 
2022.
Please click on the screenshot to see all the 

2022 back issues.

Please click on the screenshot to see all the 
eBooks that are available.

Here is some pre-owned books that are only 
available in South Africa at the moment.

https://boegie.store/wwb-premier-2022-back-issues
https://boegie.store/ebooks
https://boegie.store/bird-books
https://boegie.store/bird-books
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The only disinfectant especially registered 
for the use on cage birds. Totally non-toxic 
to your birds and to yourself!
Tested and found to be highly effective 
against:

Avian Influenza, Circovirus ( Beak and 
Feather belong to this group of viruses), 

Adenovirus, Paramyxovirus, Poxvirus, 
Herpesvirus (Pacheco’s disease virus be-
long to this group) Coronavirus, Birnavi-
rus, Salmonella species, E.coli, Mycoplas-

ma species, Clamydophila psittaci 
       and fungi such as Aspergillus niger, 

Penicillium species and many more!

Virukill Avian is the only product which 
is registered specifically for the use on 

and in birds.
In birds, the killing of viruses by a disinfect-
ant is of extreme importance, so use the prod-
uct which has been specifically tested on and 
in birds and found to be effective against all 
of the pathogens, viruses, bacteria and fungi. 

Only Virukill Avian offer you this 
complete, safe and non-toxic disinfection!

NON-TOXIC – STABLE WHEN
DILUTED – NON-CORROSIVE –

REGISTERED with ATC 36 OF 1947  
-  BIODEGRADABLE – CAN BE 

SPRAYED WHILE BIRDS ARE IN 
THEIR CAGES- FRANGRANCE FREE 

– ECONOMICAL –
 NON-IRRITATING – NO RESIDUE

Virukill Avian is available from:
Prof. Rob Bragg braggrr@ufs.ac.za
Cyril’s Pigeon and Pet – 011- 9185183  
Boksburg  
Turf Pets – 082 3708609 Turffontein  
BloemVee produkte –  072 777 7007 
Bloemfontein  and many more! 

The following articles are available in previ-
ous Premier editions. Back orders are avail-
able on request. Just email us at:
admin@wwbirds.co.za

Micro-organisms and Your Birds. 
How they Interact and
How to Control them.

Part 1
August 2021 Premier edition.

Micro-organisms and Your Birds. 
How they Interact and
How to Control them.

PART 2 - ANTIBIOTICS.
September 2021 Premier edition.

By: Prof Rob Bragg
Dept of Microbiology and Biochemistry
University of the Free State
Bloemfontein 9300
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Visit to Eagle Encounters

A wildlife rehabilitation, conservation, edu-
cation and eco-tourism centre based at his-
toric Spier Wine Farm in Stellenbosch, South 
Africa.
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Sign up for News & Updates

Don’t miss out. We offer great specials like 
FREE eBooks and news about aviculture, 
conservation and birding you need to know.

To sign up click on screenshot.

Space available for your 
advertisment in 12 Standard

editions.

Included in your Premier 
magazine subscription.

FREE eBOOK ON BOEGIE STORE

PLEASE NOTE: To qualify for this FREE 
ebook, you need to register on this website.

Click on screenshot for more information.

https://web.facebook.com/groups/1782514625412186/
https://web.facebook.com/Lindale-Farm-144800912335828/
https://web.facebook.com/Parrotfunalia/
https://boegie.store/bird-health-ebook-2nd-edition-free
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/magazine-by-e-mail/
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Donations received towards 
the Owl Rescue Centre.

I want to thank the following for their donations:

Mark Hagen from HARI
Mrs Dippenaar 
Barton Huber - Animal Medical Center of Corona
Terri Gennaccaro from Glamorous Gouldians
Wanda Alberts
Eva Kline,
Jan Nel
Lindale Farm
Elaine Hatt
Donna Brookes
Dr Lisa M Digioia Ross
Riaan & Wendy Marx
Gulu Private Resort
Dr Bjorn Geeroms
AWEBSA
Monika’s Mac Nuts

I am planning to visit them shortly to hand 
over your donations and will publish some 
fotos in an upcoming edition.

Instagram
We are also very active on Instagram.
Click on logo to follow us.

Great news!

With PayFast, all you need to do is to sub-
scribe with your Visa or Mastercard credit 
card.

I am very excited to announce that we can 
now receive Premier magazine subscrip-
tions from any country as well as biannual 
and monthly subscriptions for all countries.

With PayFast, you can be rest assured that 
it’s completely safe to use because they are 
a PCI-DSS Level 1 compliant service pro-
vider. As long as the card has a card number, 
expiry date, and CVV number on the back it 
can be used to subscribe to the premier edi-
tion.

Click on photo for more information.

https://www.harrisonsbirdfoods.com/
https://www.instagram.com/petrusvantonder/
https://www.janeczek.de/index.php/en/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/subscribe/countries-not-listed-biannually-and-monthly/
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Parrot Behavior Consulting (PBC)
by Hildegard Niemann

New at Parrot Behavior Consulting (PBC):
Instructional videos about parrots and 
parakeets on demand (on-demand) on the 
online video platform Udemy.

Did you miss any of the webinars? No prob-
lem, we’ve recorded a number of webinars 
for you!

Parrot Behavior Consulting’s webinar se-
ries is growing in popularity among parrot 
enthusiasts. Since 2016, viewers have been 
meeting online to find out about various cur-
rent topics for 90 minutes. If you only be-
came aware of the webinars later or if you 
missed one or the other webinar because you 
were unable to attend on the day of the live 
presentation, you now have the opportunity 
to record the 90 minutes in a private demon-
stration via the Easymeet- Watch Hildegard 
Niemann’s online channel (at a price of 30 
euros). It is the original recording of the re-
spective webinar, in which interaction is of 
course no longer possible.
The course purchased includes: 1 to 1.5 
hours of on-demand video, unrestricted life-
time access, access to cell phone / tablet and 
TV, and a certificate of completion. Further 
courses are already in preparation. We are 
pleased to be able to present you with these 
on-demand videos a new training segment 
as part of the Parrot Behavior Consulting of-
fer and look forward to your first visit to 
Udemy.

Click on photo for more information.

https://www.papageien-training.de/
https://www.papageien-training.de/archiv.html
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Here is one of our gorgeous customers 
Okalani! She loves our mac nuts! 

These are a couple of our adorable 
customers Grover and Beaky!

Click on photo to read blog post.

Monika’s Mac Nuts
In Shell Premium Macadamia Nuts

100% Pesticide Free
Grown On The Big Island of Hawaii

Our In Shell Mac Nuts are preferred by birds 
especially Hyacinth Macaws as well as peo-
ple with a desire for a high quality, fresh tast-
ing, nutritious nut.

Monika’s Mac Nuts are grown on our fam-
ily farm on the Big Island. Our Macadamia 
Nuts are preferred by Birds especially Hya-
cinth Macaws. Macaw birds love our Mac 
Nuts! Our Macadamia Nuts are also great 
for people who are on a raw food diet. Our 
Nuts are always naturally air dried…never 
cooked (cooking robs the nuts of flavor and 
nutrition). Our nuts are 100% pesticide free.

We sell our mac nuts in quantities starting as 
small as 1 lb up to over 100 lbs. We also offer 
a subscription program through our website 
https://www.mac-nuts.com/ where you can 
choose the quantity and frequency of your 
order.

Click on photo to visit Facebook page.

https://www.mac-nuts.com/
https://www.mac-nuts.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/MonikasMacNuts
https://www.mac-nuts.com/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/macadamia-nuts-for-parrots/
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Feather Tails Therapies
Australia

By: Karen Davis
Hi guys.
Karen and Roy here from FEATHER TAIL 
THERAPIES. We have had to undergo a few 
changes and have also changed premises so 
lots of new and exciting things to keep track 
of.

Firstly our Deception Bay business has relo-
cated to Murgon in the South Burnett region 
of Queensland Australia. We now have 20 
acres of land to allow for plenty of upgrades 
and expansions as time goes on. We have 
also expanded from solely training therapy 
birds into a Sanctuary for the many unwant-
ed parrots that need a new chance at life.

The most famous of these would be Jackson 
a Sulpher Cockatoo who had his wings per-
manently damaged by a dog at a young age.

Please click on photo to help us.

He also hates men. However with time and 
patience Roy’s 15yr old daughter Tamie has 
become his human and is rapidly developing 
to become not just her therapy bird but the 
mascot of the new Sanctuary as well.

Our aged care visits were suspended due to 
Covid regulations however we still provide 
therapy birds to the aged care centres to keep 
the residents happy.
More news to come in subsequent editions 
so Thank you for your support and watch 
this space for further developments.

Please click on photo to visit our 
Facebook group.

Please click on photo to follow us 
on Instagram.

https://web.facebook.com/groups/467334626938266/
https://www.instagram.com/feathertailtherap/?hl=en
https://donorbox.org/water-and-electricity-infrastructure
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Safari Spotlight:
Taveta Golden Weaver

Each day at Safari West a small army of 
keepers and groundskeepers crisscross the 
property. Their activities go largely unno-
ticed as they trim grass, prune trees, and 
shear hedges. What looks like and is, in fact, 
groundskeeping also serves as a helpful bit 
of conservation. You see, almost everything 
that grows at Safari West gets eaten here. 
The lawn clippings wind up as treats for the 
sulcata tortoises and watusi cows. The slen-
der branches and broad leaves of the cot-
tonwoods turn into browse for the giraffes. 
While we work to make sure nothing goes 
to waste, that doesn’t necessarily mean that 
everything winds up as food.

Every day at some point, a keeper crosses 
property with a hefty handful of long grass-
es or reeds. Upon arriving at the cylindrical 
aviary nestled against the front office, the 
keeper enters and places the plants carefully 
around the habitat. An observer would notice 
a small flock of sparrow-sized birds perched 
patiently overhead, waiting for the keeper 
to complete his or her task. The patient yel-
low songbirds wait eagerly for the keeper to 
leave because once they get their beaks on 
those blades of vegetation, that’s when the 
magic happens.

Master Craftsmen

We call these songbirds Taveta golden 
weavers. Golden weavers make up but one 
branch of the extensive weaver family, a 
family known for crafting some of the most 
elaborate nests in the world. Weaver nests 
tend to be round or oval-shaped and made 
of fine grasses or reeds. Like a basket, these 
carefully-crafted nests require a tremendous 
degree of skill to produce, a fact not lost on 
female members of the weaver flock.

Once our keeper moves on to the next habi-
tat, the male weavers dive down to collect 
the long strands of fibrous vegetation. Us-
ing particularly strong and dextrous beaks 
and talons, the industrious little birds get to 
work. Relying on complex knots and careful 
interweaving they build their nests. Suspend-
ing them—at Safari West at least—from the 
wire mesh top of the aviary.

As the males work, the females keep a care-
ful eye on the boys. Just as the female pea-
cock selects the mate with the most impres-
sive tail, the female weaver looks for the 
most skillful builder. For a female weaver, a 
strongly-built nest signifies a choice mating 
partner.

Continue at:

https://www.safariwest.com/2017/08/safari-
spotlight-taveta-golden-weaver/

https://www.safariwest.com/2017/08/safari-spotlight-taveta-golden-weaver/
https://www.safariwest.com/2017/08/safari-spotlight-taveta-golden-weaver/
https://www.safariwest.com/
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IN PREMIER EDITION

Dusky-headed Conure
Aratinga weddellii

By: David Dennison

The Dusky-headed Conure, along with the 
Peach-fronted Conure and Pet’s Conure, 
make a very pleasant group of small Arat-
inga conures to keep and work with. They 
are of similar size, ranging from about 26 
cm in length to 28 cm in length. Not only are 
they of similar size, but their dietary require-
ments are the same, making feeding very 
simple. While Aratinga conures are notori-
ously noisy, this species is relatively quite 
and not nearly as noisy as Sun Conures, for 
instance.

Continue in Premier edition..............

Conures Breeding activity begins

By: Rafael Zamora Padrón
Scientific Director
Loro Parque Fundación

Courtship T moluccanus M Perez LPF.

Rainbow lorikeets on Australian coasts car-
ry out their breeding activity from June un-
til January. However at Loro Parque Fun-
dación, although some pairs may be active 
breeding virtually all year round, most begin 
breeding in late December and continue un-
til early summer.

For most parrot species the courtship phase 
will take place in the early months of the 
year and means changes in the birds. The 
keeper must be vigilant because it is normal 
for males to respond to any stimulus in an-
ticipation of females.   Between January and 
March, observation of both new and estab-
lished pairs should be increased in order to 
make the necessary changes and to provide 
the necessary elements in time for success-
ful incubation.

Continue in Premier edition..............         

AVICULTURE
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Premier magazine subscriber
introduction

Click on logo to visit website.
Association for Wild-type and Exhibition 

Budgies of South Africa
AWEBSA is the only National Body in 
Southern Africa catering for all budgerigars 
(Exhibition / Wild-Type / Pet Budgies) at our 
Shows. We also have an Open class where 
members and non-members show. Exhibi-
tion and Wild-Type budgerigars are treated 
on an equal footing with 25 colour awards 
each available per show.  We invite you to 
join us and enjoy our wonderful hobby with 
us.

Preparing Birds for Exhibition 

By G. Nicholson, U.K.

One of the fascinating aspects of budgeri-
gar culture is exhibiting at Local and Open 
Shows. To be a successful exhibitor of budg-
erigars, it is necessary to know how to pre-
pare and train them. They need to be spot-
lessly clean, perfectly steady and display 
themselves to their best possible advantage.

Condition is one of the most important items 
for a show bird. Many excellent exhibits have 
been put down just because they were out 
of condition. It is better to leave the bird at 
home or to send a substitute, if one is avail-
able. Budgerigars differ greatly from many 
other exhibition birds. The irregularity of 
their moult often upsets our well laid plans.

Fanciers have different “specialist” tech-
niques for show preparation, but in principle 
they are basically the same.

Initially we select the birds, which in our 
opinion are worthy of being shown. To get 
the birds steady we cage them in ‘stock’ cag-
es approximately three feet long (1 metre). 
Do not put cocks and hens together. Apart 
from fighting it quickly puts young birds out 
of condition when the sexes are mixed in 
this way. Six to eight birds to a cage is quite 
sufficient.

These cages should be kept spotlessly clean 
as Budgerigars have a habit, after being 
sprayed, and while preening themselves, to 
continually rub their heads against the wire 
fronts. If they are slightly dirty this dirt will 
soil their masks and heads, very quickly.

Click on screenshot to open the Showing 
section and to download and read the full 

article.

Click on logo to join Facebook group:

http://awebsa.com/
https://web.facebook.com/groups/1549250465297629/?_rdc=1&_rdr
http://awebsa.com/articles/
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Avifood Products
By Dr. med. vet. Friedrich Janeczek, 
Veterinary practice limited to Parrots,
Graefelfing, Germany

How do you recognize well-fed young 
Hyacinth macaws?

It is well known that the quality and compo-
sition of the diet for young birds affect the 
condition of their feathers, skin and beak. 
This can be seen particularly well in young 
hyacinth macaws. Poorly and unbalanced 
nourished young Hyacinth macaws have 
blackish, dull plumage and pale, sometimes 
almost whitish skin around the eyes and the 
lower beak.

The young Hyacinth macaw pictured here 
is approximately 7 months old and not fully 
weaned. It has bright blue and shiny plum-
age and perfect toe skin without hyperkera-
tosis. Its skin around the eyes is an intense 
yellow color.

The parents of this bird are fed with Har-
rison’s® High Potency coarse mixed with 
Palmgloss® and the Harrison’s® Power 
Treats.
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We congratulate our customer to this beauti-
ful young macaw and wish continued suc-
cess in the next breeding season!

These wonderful Hyacinth macaw progenies 
can be shipped to all countries which allow 
the import of captive bred CITES Appendix 
I species in F2 generation.

Both Hyacinth macaws can be exported 
in special transport boxes according to the 
IATA regulations accompanied with CITES 
export permit, veterinary health certificate 
and negative test results for avian influenza 
and Newcastle disease.

Interested persons who have the appropriate 
facilities to keep Hyacinth macaws should 
send an email to info@dr-janeczek.de.

I travel a lot to visit our customers and their 
parrots to check and treat them at their homes. 
The specialized veterinary video consulta-
tions for parrots and parakeets we offer help 
a lot to get a first impression about the birds 
and their situation as well as the bird owners 
problems. 

Some cases like nutritional issues can be al-
ready solved during the video consultation. 
However, most cases require thorough di-
agnostic and therapeutic measures, which I 
carry out in my veterinary practice limited to 
parrots at Graefelfing, Germany or as part of 
my home visits at the customer’s location.

https://www.avifood.com/en/home/
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Click on below cover photo for more info:

Your book is very interesting. I like that you add-
ed the latin names that everybody in all countries 
knows exactly which plant is meant.

The article from Tony Silva is absolutely inform-
ative.

Once again many thanks for the book.

 Best regards,

Diana Eberhardt

CITES BIRDS
AVES

After downloading the full Index of CITES 
species, I came to the conclusion that this 1287 
page document is not that easy to browse through. 
I then decided to make it easier for our readers 
and list them as follow with a photo from Wiki-
pedia.

An easy explanation on the Cites website of what 
the listings mean:
https://www.cites.org/eng/disc/how.php

In summary:
Appendix I includes species threatened with ex-
tinction. Trade in specimens of these species is 
permitted only in exceptional circumstances.

Appendix II includes species not necessarily 
threatened with extinction, but in which trade 
must be controlled in order to avoid utilization 
incompatible with their survival.

Appendix III This Appendix contains species 
that are protected in at least one country.

Leiothrix argentauris
Silver-eared mesia
Southeast Asia
Cites II

Leiothrix lutea
Red-billed leiothrix
Southern China and the Himalayas
Cites II

Two pages of Cites Birds in every 
Premier edition.

http://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/e-books/101-food-items-for-birds/
https://www.cites.org/eng/disc/how.php
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https://www.mdsafrica.net/
https://www.mdsafrica.net/
https://www.mdsafrica.net/
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Seabird Conservation

Seabirds (and waterfowl) are the only ani-
mals that have conquered the sea, land and 
sky. Over twenty species of seabirds live in 
the Caribbean, and many more visit every 
year.

Seabirds spend most of their lives on or over 
the sea, foraging, feeding or resting. They 
are highly adapted to this unique way of life. 
Many have webbed feet (to help them swim 
and dive), waterproofed feathers (to keep 
them warm and afloat), salt glands (that al-
low them to excrete the salt from the sea-
water they drink), and acute vision, a strong 
sense of smell and sharp bills (to help them 
find and catch food). Their long wings sup-
port them while travelling over the oceans in 
search of food and, on land, living in colo-
nies helps to protect them from predators.

Before humans lived in the Caribbean 
(~7,000 years ago), the islands support-
ed vast numbers of seabirds. On many is-
lands, there were so many that their drop-
pings (called guano) formed piles hundreds 
of feet high, and were mined for fertilizer. 
Today, tropical seabirds, like those in other 
areas of the world, are threatened by human 
activities. In fact, seabirds are now one of 
the most threatened groups of birds in the 
world. Many colonies are declining in size 
and some have disappeared.

On land, introduced rats, cats and dogs prey 
on eggs, chicks and even adults. In some 
parts of the Caribbean, humans still take 
eggs, chicks and adults for food and aphro-
disiacs.

Coastal development and sea level rise de-
stroy and damage nesting habitat. Even the 
oceans are no longer safe. Seabirds often 
feed around fishing boats, and are caught 
and die in fishing gear. Overfishing, pollu-
tion and climate change have depleted their 
food sources. Hungry seabirds mistake float-
ing plastic for food and fill their bellies with 
trash. Heavy metals from marine pollution 
also accumulate in their bodies.

Caribbean seabirds have much to teach us 
about the health of the seas around our is-
lands. We need to understand their ecology, 
so we can protect them, their habitats, and 
the marine resource on which we all depend. 
Unfortunately, there have been only a few 
studies on seabirds in the Caribbean. This is 
partly because of the many practical difficul-
ties in studying them, but they are also less 
attractive to funders than accessible land 
birds and migrants, and other mobile marine 
animals like sharks and turtles.

For most seabirds, the Caribbean is one large 
connected habitat. Therefore, it is important 
for scientists and conservationists across 
the region to work together to understand 
the big picture. This was first recognized in 
1998, when we formed the Caribbean Sea-
bird Working Group. Healthy seabird popu-
lations are possible in the Caribbean, but we 
must all work together to understand, man-
age and protect them.

Click on photo for more information.

https://www.birdscaribbean.org/
https://www.birdscaribbean.org/caribbean-birds/seabirds/
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Click on below cover photo for more info:

From e-book:
101 Parrot Breeding Profiles

We invite you to join our flock to:
Make a positive difference for conservation with 
your research experience. Your effective commu-
nication skills can play a role in contributing to 
conservation gains. I am inviting you to contrib-
ute to improve native bird populations by sharing 
your cutting edge scientific knowledge. 
We believe the world need birds and envision a 
future where birds are forever abundant. Here 
you can inspire people, deliver conservation and 
provide advance knowledge to all.

You ask us to get involved and to contribute on 
your website. This is our way to get involved and 
to contribute towards the conserves of our birds.

Name:

Abyssinian lovebird
Scientific name:
Agapornis taranta
Also known as:
Black-winged lovebird
Distribution:
Native to Eritrea and Ethiopia.
Male/Female:
The adult male is easily identified by its 
red forehead, and the adult female by 
its all green head.
Life Expectancy:
10 to 15 years.
Nest box:
Vertical box 6” x 6” x 10” (15cm x 
15cm x 25.4cm).
Clutch:
Usually three or four eggs in a clutch.
Incubation:
Incubates the eggs for 23 days, and 
the chicks fledge from the nest about 
45 days after hatching.
More info: Breeding in aviculture is on 
a small scale, so it is an uncommon pet. 
Photo courtesy: Alex Avian

https://web.facebook.com/groups/1782514625412186/
http://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/e-books/101-parrot-breeding-profiles/
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Harrison’s Bird Foods
HIGH POTENCY COARSE

 
The optimum food for the health and lon-
gevity of your medium to Large birds*.   

*High Potency is additionally the suggested 
year-round formula for the following spe-
cies: African Grey parrots, cockatoos, large 
conures, and macaws.

USES:
 
CONVERSION TO HARRISON’S: All 
birds should start out and remain on High 
Potency formula for a period of at least 6 
months at approximately 70% of the total 
diet. Switch large birds (other than African 
Grey parrots, cockatoos, large conures and 
macaws) to Adult Lifetime formula after a 
6-month introductory period.
 
BREEDING BIRDS: High Potency formula 
should be fed 1-2 months prior to the breed-
ing period and continued until the chicks are 
weaned or for at least 6 months before re-
suming Adult Lifetime formula.
 
WEANING BIRDS: High Potency formula 
should be fed to weaning birds for at least 
6-9 months.
 
SPECIAL NEEDS: High Potency formula 
supports birds that are molting, overweight, 
underweight, particularly active, housed in 
a cold climate, recovering from an illness or 
affected by liver or kidney disease.

Current HBD recommendations: Feeding 
recommendation Percentages: as there are 
variances in the literature from well-respect-
ed nutritionists, we are saying the following: 
Pending the NATURAL FEEDING/FOR-
AGING STYLE OF BIRD (i.e. granivo-
rous, vs frugivores, etc.), and individual bird 
needs (i.e. obesity, etc.).

70% - HBD’s formulated diet
25% - Organic dark green leafy, yellow 
meaty fresh vegetables and low sugar fruits
5% - Organic seeds (hemp, chia, flax, pump-
kin, sesame, sunflower) and organic nuts (al-
monds, walnuts)

Click on photo for more information.

https://www.harrisonsbirdfoods.com/MACAWS/products/131/
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SOUTH AFRICA’S GAME LODGES and SAFARI ACCOMMODATION

South Africa is a country where magic infuses 
the views and landscapes, where the smiles 
of the local people can only be matched by 
the splendour of the ocean, mountains, for-
ests, savannahs, waterfalls and rivers. This 
country is known the world around for its ex-
traordinary collection of fauna and flora, and 
some of the best places to see these treasures 
up close are in the numerous game parks, 
reserves, sanctuaries and national parks.

Game lodges in South Africa range from rus-
tic bush camps that immerse their guests in 
the wild side of Africa to luxurious 5-star re-
treats that showcase the bushveld on a plat-
form of opulence. South Africa is known the 
world around for its abundance of wildlife, 
not least of all its many birds. In fact, there 
is an established avi-tourism industry that 
invites birding enthusiasts from all over the 
world to indulge in top-class bird-watching.

SOUTH AFRICA AS A BIRDING HOTSPOT

Thanks to the abundance of excellent South 
African hotels and accommodation facili-
ties, as well as an established transport in-
frastructure (including international car hire 
companies), South Africa is proving to be 
one of the world’s top birding hotspots.

Visitors can join up with a formal birding 
tour group or can explore the country and 
its species on their own. Of the approximate 
850 recorded bird species in the country, 
around 725 are resident birds (or, at least, 
annual visitors).

BIRDER-FRIENDLY ACCOMMODATION

The following South African birding 
hotspots feature on our website. 
Would you like to have a link to your web-
site on these blog posts? 
All you have to do is to become a Premier 
magazine subscriber.

Most show on Google’s first page.

BLOG POST
F8 Austin Roberts Bird Sanctuary

BLOG POST
F8 Rietvlei nature reserve

BLOG POST
F8         Roodekrans

BLOG POST
F8 Thornpark East London

BLOG POST
F8      Boulders Beach

BLOG POST
F8  Hartbeespoort dam

https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/austin-roberts-bird-sanctuary/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/rietvlei-nature-reserve-birding/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/roodekrans-birding/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/thornpark-east-london-birding/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/boulders-beach-birding/
https://www.wwbirds.co.za/dir/hartbeespoort-dam-birding/
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Gulu Private Resort

1Gulu Private Resort is a privately owned 
family run Resort in East London. Offer-
ing nothing fancy but tasty home cooked 
breakfast and dinners, clean and cosy ac-
commodation, conference and function 
facilities all exclusively natural with beau-
tiful garden and river views. 

Unpack your suitcases, put down the laptop, 
kick off your shoes and enjoy a locally craft 
beer or a lovely glass of Cape Town’s fin-
est wines. Still need to finalise a few emails? 
No problem! Make yourself at home on the 
deck outside the restaurant overlooking the 
Gulu River or find a garden bench, where 
you can finish off your day’s work.

Rolo will welcome you to the Resort and he 
will show you the way to discover “the lux-
ury of being free”. 

The complete natural beauty of the location 
lends itself to all kinds of birds. We have a 
variety of wild birds, including Hornbills, 
Sun-and Sugarbirds, Raptors, Water Birds 
and General Birds. We would like to invite 
all bird lovers to come and explore our amaz-
ing bird species with us. 

 

Contact details and location:
Physical Address: Farm 1015 Burnside, Gulu
Postal Code: 5200
Telephone: +27(0)825580411
Email: info@guluprivateresort.co.za
Website: http://www.guluprivateresort.co.za

Latitude: -33.107468 Longitude: 27.732496

https://web.facebook.com/guluprivateresortr72ec
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Mexico
Birding Los Cabos México

By: Maria Elena Muriel

Endemic Birds In 
Baja California Peninsula
bird-watching 7 endemics 

& many Subspecies in 7 days

The Baja California Peninsula was separated 
from main land 6 millions years ago.  Due its  
Natural history, geology and location offers  
diversity in ecosystems there are over 300 
birds reported in Baja California Peninsula.

Join Local Birders and NGO’s. Along these 
program we will enjoy 7 endemics many sub-
species, residents, migrants and vagrants. 
Plus other cultural and natural attractions 
present and handy during the birds program 
, everything lead by local keen birders.

Click on photo for more information.

General Information

Our groups are small:
8 participants maximum 

Lodge: 

Due nature of program we will stay in  com-
fortable  hotel  Mexican Style  with  en-suite 
bathroom one or two beds , hot water show-
er, and air conditioning or a business class 
hotel. 

Departure & arrivals: 

Program will begin and end in San Jose Del 
Cabo , Baja California Sur , Mexico 

Please plan to arrive  /depart   Los Cabos In-
ternational airport code: SJD
Timing, order of itineray might change de-
pend upon weather conditions and sunrise/
sunset time . 

Booking conditions:

A reservation in advance is required  war-
ranteed with a non refundable 40% deposit 
, 60% balance  paid no latter than 30 days 
prior to departure.

please send an e-mail to: 
birdingloscabos@gmail.com

https://www.birding-mexico.com/
https://www.birdingloscabos.com/7-endemics-subspecies-7days


We promote companies through our Influencer services.

January 2023 Stats to promote your products or services as on 26 January 2023.
SOCIAL MEDIA
Facebook
Friends					       4 967
Facebook pages followers	   3 542
3 Facebook groups members	 14 348

Instagram Followers 		  10K
Twitter Followers			     1 476
MeWe Followers			        453
EMAILS
Over 10 000 contacts

                       

These services include: (Work in progress.)
Basic
Premier magazine subscription as per last page.
Professional
A4 Size ad in Standard magazine
Monthly Stats by email
Monthly Facebook Post
Monthly Instagram Post
Monthly Instagram Story
Premium
Facebook page creation and managed
Special promotions you want us to advertise
Website Blog Post
Weekly Facebook post
Weekly Instagram post
Weekly Instagram story
Newsletter
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Avian Veterinarians - USA
CA
Dr Barton C. Huber, DVM 
(Dr. Bart)

Animal Medical Center 
of Corona

91 E. Grand Ave, Ste 102
Corona, CA  92879

951-493-6771

FLORIDA
Greg J. Harrison, DVM
Diplomate Emeritus Ameri-
can Board of Veterinary 
Practitioners - Avian Prac-
tice
Dip European College of 
Zoological Medicine (Avian) 
(Retired)

Founder President, HBD 
International Inc. and De-
veloper of Harrison’s Bird 
Foods.

7108 Crossroads Blvd. 
Suite 325
Brentwood, TN, USA 37027

800-346-0269

Avian Veterinarians - EU
Belgium
Dr Bjorn Geeroms DAP Geeroms-De Wolf Assesteenweg 37

Borchtlombeek, Brabant
+32 2 569 30 33

Germany
Dr. med. vet. Friedrich 
Janeczek 

Veterinary Practice 
limited to Parrots

Hans-Cornelius-Str. 2c, 
82166 Gräfelfing

+49-89-854814-0

For any ammendments / updates / deletions please e-mail us.
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https://www.facebook.com/dapgeeromsdewolf/
http://amccorona.com/
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New website
World Wide Pets

I started a brand-new website called World 
Wide Pets that will develop in another mag-
azine. All pets will be included. From birds, 
dogs, cats, fish, rabbits, hamsters, horses, 
exotics, etc.

Please come like our Facebook page.

Click on photo to visit website.

Click on screen shot to visit blog post.

Click on screen shot to visit blog post.

A great thank you to all my Facebook friends 
for giving me permission to use their photos.
Invitation to Advertise and Sponsor.

This is a great opportunity for you 
to market your business, products, 

and/or services.
Advertise with us to reach our 

pet-loving readers.

https://web.facebook.com/World-Wide-Pets-magazine-112792348097808/
https://www.worldwidepets.online/
https://www.worldwidepets.online/blog/top-10-saltwater-fish-for-beginners/
https://www.worldwidepets.online/blog/top-10-conures-as-pets/
https://www.worldwidepets.online/blog/most-common-bird-diseases/
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Owl Rescue Centre

Something pretty cool. Last October we res-
cued a Barn Owl from inside one of the Vir-
gin Active SA gyms in Johannesburg and we 
mentioned in a FB post that the owl has an 
uncanny resemblance to Sir Richard Bran-
son. Sir Richard sent us this hand written 
note today.

A young Puffback shrike that we rescued 
yesterday. His name is Snowball.

Every day, we feed out 2000 day-old-chick-
ens to all our owl residents living on the 
sanctuary. 
We’re looking to get them sponsored, if any-
one or any company is keen on helping out.
They cost us 30 cents each, which when you 
add up for the year it works out to be a bag 
full of money. 
Our details are below if you wish to help. 
Owl Rescue Centre NPC Nedbank Current 
account 103 081 9580 Branch Code 198 765 
Thank you.

Click to visit Facebook page.

Click below to visit website.

http://www.owlrescuecentre.org.za/
https://web.facebook.com/OwlRescueCentre/
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